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PROJECTS
Develop projects that explore biotechnology’s role in sustainability, fashion, agriculture, architecture, bioma-
terials, medicine, water, ethics, and more.

SCIENTIFIC MENTORSHIP
Partner with select scientists to envision the future of biotech. Delve into science and the emerging issues 
associated with its use.

SUMMIT
Present projects onstage at the three-day BDC Summit in New York City for an audience of prominent art-
ists, designers, curators, scientists, and entrepreneurs.

SYMPOSIUM
Participate in our symposium featuring the leading voices who are pioneering the field of biodesign.

PRIZES
Compete for awards including the Glass Microbe, Outstanding Science, Outstanding Field Research, and 
sponsored prizes.

LIBRARY + WEBINARS
Access our online library of articles and take part in interactive webinars hosted by leading industry experts.

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Biotechnology is spreading into every aspect of our lives—from our materials to our everyday products. 
How might we harness it to improve the form and function of our designed world—our garments, buildings, 
foods, medicines, infrastructure, and more?

The Biodesign Challenge is an international university competition and education program that introduces 
students to the intersections of biotechnology, art, and design. 

Over the course of the spring semester, our organizers work hand-in-hand with instructors to prepare 
course curriculum and pair them with expert consultants such as synthetic biologists, ecologists, lifecycle an-
alysts, and other relevant subject-matter experts. Mid-semester, students break into small teams to produce 
designs. At the end of the term, one finalist team will be chosen to travel to New York City to present their 
project at the annual Biodesign Challenge Summit.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS
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• Education in a rapidly emerging 
technology

• Access to top-level scientists in multiple 
disciplines

• An opportunity to meet other stand-out 
design students from across the country

• Access to top industry leaders and world 
class designers who work with biology

• Media exposure for student design work
• An opportunity for students to meet 

potential future employers
• An opportunity to present and exhibit at 

galleries worldwide

• Curriculum development and support
• Access to cutting-edge science and 

design education
• Access to internationally eminent experts
• Media exposure for your school’s 

innovative courses and talented students
• Exposure to potential partners in 

education
• A chance to join other top-tier schools at 

an exclusive challenge and summit

Benefits to 
Students

Benefits to 
Schools



LEARN MORE  
www.biodesignchallenge.org

TIMELINE
REGISTRATION DEADLINES

Early registration: April 28th - August 3rd, 2018

Regular Registration: August 4th - December 21st, 2018

Late Registration: December 22nd - January 25th, 2019

FALL SEMESTER 2018

BDC organizers work with instructors to develop course curriculum, discuss logistics, and answer 
questions to prepare for the spring semester. 

October 17th from 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM EST: Curriculum Development Webinar and introduction to BDC’s 
online library of curriculum materials. 

SPRING SEMESTER 2019

Classes begin and students develop their projects over the course of the semester. 

January 9th from 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM EST: Curriculum Development Webinar and introduction to BDC’s on-
line library of curriculum materials. 

January: BDC Classes begin. Organizers pair classrooms with expert consultants and provide support. 

February-April: A series of webinars take place with experts in synthetic biology, art, and design to inspire 
students. Q&A sessions with students and instructors will follow. 

April 22nd: Midterm check-In with all classrooms. 

May:  A Finalist team from each classroom  is chosen to present at upcoming BDC Summit. 


